
Message from President
deal in moving forward in connecting all the 
members of various categories (academicians, 
professionals, students, engineers and contractors, 
students) and provide services in a professional 
manner.

The homepage of the Society is updated and 
online membership platform is created to 
facilitate new members joining IGS. Considerable 
focus is being given to professional-academia 
interactions and it is hoped that more professional 
bodies join IGS and make it more vibrant. It 
will also create job opportunities to youngsters 
and IGS will benefit from interactions of the 
professionals and academia. On the international 
front, it is a pleasure to inform you that Korean 
Geotechnical Society (KGS) has accepted our 
suggestion to conduct a Indo-Korean Workshop 
during the ICSMGE in September 2017 in Seoul. 
Preparations are also going on to organize a Indo-
Japan workshop during IGC in Guwahati during 
December 2017.

There are 42 local chapters of IGS and it is 
desirable that these chapters organize programs to 
meet the local/regional/national needs from time 
to time. It is also useful if two to three chapters 
join together and make a good technical program 
that benefits all the members. A few chapters 
have been dormant for quite some time and it is 
requested that the active members of the local 
chapters take initiatives in reviving the chapters 
and IGS will be happy to help in this regard. 

Student chapters have been initiated in the recent 
years in a couple of institutes/colleges and it is 
an excellent sign that there is lot of interest in the 
students towards geotechnical engineering. It is 
our prerogative to nurture these young minds and 
help them.
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Dear distinguished colleagues,
At the outset, I thank the geotechnical fraternity 
for electing me as President of the prestigious 
Indian Geotechnical Society for the term 2017-
18. I will strive hard to live up to the expectations 
of the members during the period.
I am delighted that Prof. J T Shahu, Department 
of Civil Engineering, Indian Institute of 
Technology, Ne w Delhi is the Honorary 
Secretary of the Society and both of us together, 
with the advice and support of Executive 
Committee (EC), office bearers of different 
local chapters, and friends and experts from 
India and abroad, hope to bring in a few changes 
that make the functioning of the society better 
in serving the members. To fulfill the above 
objective, different Sub Committees (SCs) have 
been constituted to guide the IGS, based on the 
suggestions from members. 

The following are sub-committees addressing 
different tasks.
SC 1:- IGS Website/Home Page
SC 2:- Membership services
SC 3:- Professional forum
SC 4:- Finance and assets
SC 5:- International cooperation
SC 6:- Chapter activities
SC 7:- Student Chapter activities and continuing 

education
SC 8:- Guidance documents/Repository
SC 9:- Journal/News letter
SC10: Codes and innovations

All the EC members and a few other members 
of IGS are the in the above sub committees. It 
is hoped that the SCs will help the IGS a great 
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Prof. A Sreerama Rao, President in the last 
term, initiated steps towards preparation of 
technical guidance documents and this is 
an important step for a professional society 
like ours. Further efforts will be made in this 
direction in the coming years.
I have been able to serve as Editor in Chief 
for the Indian Geotechnical Journal for six 
years and I thank the Indian Geotechnical 
Society for giving me the opportunity. I 
made efforts to make the journal, online 
with co-publishing agreement with  
Springer Nature Publications. Now the 
journal is doing very well with a number 
of technical papers contributed by authors  
and experts from India and abroad. We 
have also brought out a number of special 
issues on important topics and the IGS is 
also earning royalty to the extent of about 
4.5 lakhs.
I thank Prof. G Madhavi Latha, the Associate 
Editor and Editorial Board members, 
reviewers and authors as well as readers for 
making the above success possible. Now, I 
am very pleased to inform you that Prof. G 
Madhavi Latha, is the new Editor in Chief 
and Prof. Deepankar Choudhury is the 
Associate Editor. I am sure that the Journal 
is going to reach greater heights and wider 
readership. 
Soon after taking over as President, I have 
been able to participate in the chapter events 
of Baroda, Trivandrum,  Roorkee, Young 
Geotechnical Engineers Conference in 
Trichy. All the events have been very well 
organized and well attended.  I do hope 
that dormant chapters will take a cue from 
these chapters and serve the geotechnical 
profession.  It is a pleasure to inform you 
that IGS has been able to acquire property 
in Nehru Place, close to the current office 
premises, and this matter has been pending 
for a long time. Various committees at 
various times during the last few years have 
put in considerable efforts and the present 
committee of Shri Ravi Sundaram, Shri 
Jattinder Singh and Prof. J T Shahu and  
the IGS office have made it possible. On 
behalf of IGS, I wish to thank them  and 
other members for their efforts in this 
regard.
I look forward to suggestions from you all 
and I shall remain.

Prof. G.L. Sivakumar Babu

Message from President (Contd...)
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My entry in to Geotechnical Engineering in 1962 was exiting, 
adventurous and partly scary. Strangely the choice of the 
specialization was more to do with study at the Indian Institute of 
Science which had only two specializations then, viz., Hydraulics 
and Power and Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering. 
The former was a two year program while the latter was for only 
one and half years. Who doesn’t want a post graduate degree in 
less time? Geotechnical Engineering was taught by two faculty 
members, C N Nagaraj and B V Rangnatham, who graduated 
from Imperial College. We were thus academic grandchildren 
of Skempton, Bishop and Henkel. IISc once again was so 
enchanting, I decided to pursue Ph.D. rather than go to practice 
or teaching as some of my classmates have done.
The field was exciting because it was new, even the PG program 
was hardly four years old and no doctoral degree awarded. Scary 
because the first few theses submitted for Ph.D. were rejected 
and we were not sure what is expected for a thesis in the new 
and emerging sub-discipline. Only few text books were available 
which we could purchase, Theoretical Soil Mechanics by Terzaghi, 
Soil Mechanics by Taylor, Applications of Soil Mechanics by 
Terzaghi & Peck, Soil Mechanics (HMSO). Geotechnique, J. of 
Soil Mechanics & Foundations (ASCE), Sol-Soils (in French), 
CGJ and Soils and Foundations (Japanese Society journal) were 
the journals available at the time. Proceedings of ISSMFE were 
great source of literature. The Boulder conference on Shear 
Strength was a big compendium of work available at that time. 
It was exiting to go to the library on Thursday night after 9 pm 
to check the latest issues of the journals and discuss the most 
interesting article the next day.
The last fifty odd years have seen enormous growth in the subject 
and Geotechnical Engineering has matured in to a subject in its 
own right. Characterization of ground by several probes, various 
methodologies for testing soils in the laboratory, analyses methods 
using sophisticated analytical and computational methods, 
monitoring performance of constructed facilities, new sub-areas 
such as Environmental Geotechnics, Geotechnical Environmental 
Engineering, Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering, Waste 
materials such as Flyash, waste tyres, etc., have been added to 
our repertoire of topics. 
There has been proliferation of post-graduate programs in GE and 
we have a very large number of courses to justify the colleges to 
have PG programs and the concerned faculty having to justify 
their specialization. The quality appears to have suffered. In the 
1960s we had the latest developments at that point of time being 
taught. Sadly, people have been perpetuating the same outdated 
knowledge and transmitting the same to the students. Quality 
seems to have suffered at the cost of quantity.
I have been extremely fortunate to have met and interacted with 
several luminaries as you called or people who have contributed 
significantly to the growth and understanding of GE. It is said 
that six degrees of connectivity is sufficient to connect any two 
people in the world. For me it is mostly first or second degree 

of connection with most of the founders and luminaries, be it 
Terzaghi, Casagrande, Skempton, Bishop, etc. (two degrees) and 
most others (Peck, Morgenstern, Meyerhof, Henkel, Fukuoka, 
Lambe, De Beer, etc. (first degree).
After fifty five years in the profession, I wish I can be more 
sanguine but except for few very talented practitioners the 
scenario in the country is pathetic. The investigation agencies 
and the teachers in most colleges baring few in IITs and few 
NITs are abysmally more of quacks rather than professional. 
We have not progressed beyond liquid and plastic limits. I am 
yet to see most laboratories measure even the specific gravity 
correctly. In the recent 6th IYGEC at Trichy, several researchers 
have reported angle of shearing resistance (almost all people 
persist in using the term friction angle or angle of friction even 
though Taylor in 1950s had established that shearing is because 
of frictional resistance between the particles and energy spent 
for volume change). 
As stated earlier, I have been blessed and could interact with 
several stalwarts and to list them all would require a big tome. 
We should salute the pioneers from India, Dr Pius Cuddou 
and Sri Melkote, students of Terzaghi, Dr Verghese, student of 
Casagrande, Dr Ramaiah and Prof. Jagdish Narain, students of 
Leonards, Dr Purushottam, Prof. Dinesh Mohan, Prof. Katti, 
etc. I met Arpad Kezdi and K R Datye while at IISc, and Ted 
Davis and Harry Poulos at Sydney while being a post doctoral 
research fellow. It is while being in Australia that I could meet 
several others, viz., Schofield, Peter Wroth, Bill Lambe, etc. 
Subsequent sojourns to various countries of the world made 
it possible to meet who is who in GE. I would like to mention 
Hormoz Poorooshasb, Norihiko Miura and William van Impe 
with whom I had the privilege to work. In India, we had a great 
camaraderie and synergy amongst our generation, A Sridharan, 
T S Nagaraj, K S Subba Rao of IISc, Sashi Gulhati and TRM 
from IITD, Nitin Som from Kolkatta, R K Bhandari, Shamsher 
Prakash, Gopal Ranjan, Swami Saran of Roorkee, Yudhbir and 
Kameswara Rao from IITK, etc. 
IGS should concentrate on improving quality in teaching, 
research and practice of GE. It is a wish list that is easily said 
than done.

Few Reminiscences and Thoughts after 55 years 
in the profession: Madhav Madhira
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The prestigious

39th IGS Annual  
Lecture 2017

will be delivered by Prof. M.N. 
Viladkar, IIT-Roorkee, during  

IGC-2017, Guwahati

(December 14-16, 2017)

The topic of his lecture is “Geomechanical 
Challenges: Practices And Innovations”

39Th IGS ANNUAL LECTURE 2017

Disasters-short stories, essays and anecdotes:  
Dr. R K Bhandari

Publishers: National Book Trust of India, New Delhi
 
Disasters in the form of landslides, earthquakes, typhoons, 
floods, fire, etc. have influenced the human thoughts and beliefs, 
their ideas of civilization and societal developmental activities.  
They have created a sense of fear and awe, so much so that the 
common folk tend to label them as acts of God. At the same time, 
many scientists have done considerable work to understand the 
causes of different phenomena leading to disasters and wrote 
scientific articles and books to convey the causes of disasters, 
their impacts, remedial measures as well as precautions in the 
event of likely disasters.
The book: Disasters-short stories, essays and anecdotes, 
authored by Dr. R K Bhandari, an expert in the area of disaster 
mitigation, is an innovative approach in communicating all about 
disasters. The style is very unique and interesting, and the book 
is a valuable contribution in understanding disasters, explained 
through short stories and anecdotes. Each of the short stories 
is different and communicates many aspects of understanding 
disasters, disaster management and risk communication. I am 
happy that the National Book Trust of India is publishing the 
book and I am sure the book becomes a reading material in all 
schools, colleges and libraries.

Prof. G L Sivakumar Babu

Book Review:
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Bronze: Shallow boreholes / trial pits, limited or no testing, design 
parameters guessed / selected by engineer with limited expertise, 
over-conservative / unsafe / unreliable design.

GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATIONS – 
THE WAY FORWARD

INTRODUCTION
A thorough geotechnical investigation is a pre-requisite for a 
reliable, safe and economical foundation design. It is important 
that whatever is envisaged at the investigation and design stage 
should translate into construction that is in sync with the design 
concepts, assumptions and predicted foundation behavior.
Understanding the ground conditions thoroughly for proper 
foundation design includes the following:
• Knowledge of the local geology and groundwater 

conditions.

• Information on performance of foundations in the vicinity, 
data on past-failures, if any.

• Detailed geotechnical investigation to clearly define the soil 
classification, relevant engineering properties and likely 
foundation behavior.

Insufficient / sketchy information on any of these counts increases 
the uncertainty in design. The designer may be constrained 
to make assumptions which may or may not be valid. As a 
consequence, the design may be conservative leading to higher 
foundation cost. On the other hand, there could be situations 
where the safety of the structure is compromised.

LEVELS OF GEOTECHNICAL INPUT
When work of geotechnical investigation is awarded to an 
agency, usually budget and time constraints overrule technical 
considerations on most projects. As a result, the scope is reduced 
to a minimal level and price consideration supersedes the 
technical capability of the agency.

But it must be realized that you get what you pay for. There 
are innumerable instances where saving at the investigation 
stage translated into high foundation costs and/or failure of 
foundations. Surprises at construction stage can not only delay 
the project but also result in increased costs/financial losses.

The geotechnical input that the owner / designer gets may be 
categorized into four levels:

Platinum: Detailed investigation with comprehensive in-situ 
testing, analysis by experienced expert, reliable site-specific 
design parameters, advanced design methods, optimized using 
serviceability   criteria, monitoring during construction stage.

Gold: Detailed investigation, analysis done by experienced 
expert, somewhat site-specific design parameters, advanced 
design methods, partly optimized.

Silver: Limited boreholes extending beyond planned pile toe / 
5-10 m below planned foundation level with SPT and limited 
laboratory testing, generic design parameters, empirical methods 
of analysis by experienced engineer, simple / basic design 
methods, usually over-designed foundations.

Ravi Sundaram, Director, Cengrs Geotechnica Pvt. Ltd., Noida ravi@cengrs.com

As one moves up along the pyramid from bronze towards 
platinum, the factor of ignorance reduces and the reliability of 
design is enhanced. It also results in reduction in foundation cost 
and construction time.

POSSIBLE AREAS OF IMPROVEMENT
• Move towards Gold / Platinum level of investigations, 

particularly for important / major projects. Avoid bronze 
level investigations.

• The geotechnical investigation program should be tailor-made 
for the project site, as per site / project requirements.

• Use advanced testing / investigation methods.
 - If using SPT, use automatic trip hammer. Hopefully, SPT 

will die a peaceful death soon; it is increasingly being 
discarded as a preferred choice of penetration testing 
in Europe and USA.

 - Outdated techniques such as trial pits, dynamic cone 
penetration tests, plate load tests, block vibration tests, 
etc. should be discontinued.

 - Upgrade to CPT/CPT-u, pressuremeter, dilatometer, 
vane shear tests (in soft clay), seismic methods, 
geophysical testing, remote sensing, etc.

 - Use advanced sampling and laboratory testing 
methods.

• Use results of field instrumentation data for important 
structures to update design parameters.

• Use advanced analysis methods, softwares for analysis.
• Observational method of design based on field observations 

and instrumentation should be implemented.

SELECTION OF THE INVESTIGATION AGENCY
Selection of agency based on L-1 price criterion not only 
discourages technical enterprise and innovation but also 
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encourages malpractices. While no common criteria can be 
implemented by all organizations, each organization should 
identify a selection processes that gives due weightage to 
technical competence and experience while eliminating poor 
work-quality / mediocrity.
There is need for treating the soil investigation agency as a 
consultant and not a contractor. An experienced consultant can 
add value to the project if he is involved right from the initial 
planning to the construction stage. Since soil is a natural material 
with inherent variations, obtaining realistic data and reviewing 
the results during construction can provide vital inputs in 
enhancing the reliability of design and construction.

SCOPE OF INVESTIGATION AND SEQUENCE OF 
ACTIVITIES
The decision on scope required should be finalized after proper 
inputs from a geotechnical engineer based on a desktop study and 
site reconnaissance. On important projects, an initial / preliminary 
investigation may be used to work out the scope required for a 
detailed investigation program. Peer review by a recognized 
expert can add value to the study. These steps are explained in 
the flowchart below:

To better assess the foundation conditions, a gold-level 
investigation was done which included deep boreholes 
penetrating into the natural soils below the boulder-fill and 
comprehensive laboratory testing. The data was effectively used 
to evaluate the safe bearing pressure for raft foundation for the 
overhead tank.
Multi-storeyed Building at Noida: For a 60-storeyed building 
coming up in Noida, the owner had got a silver-level investigation 
done consisting of boreholes to 30-40 m depth. To better assess 
the soil characteristics and to obtain more realistic / representative 
soil parameters for design of the piled-raft, a platinum-level 
investigation was carried out that included deep borehole to 
50 m depth, pressuremeter tests and cross-hole seismic tests. 
The data was effectively used to develop design parameters for 
better assessment of liquefaction potential, evaluation of pile 
capacities, etc.

The involvement of the geotechnical engineer investigation 
did not stop after the investigation was done but carried on to 
the construction phase. Static and dynamic pile load tests on 
test piles and working piles were followed up with low-strain 
integrity testing, and concrete coring to assess the quality of 
the pile concrete. The data generated was effectively used to 
interpret safe pile capacities and correlate with soil data so as 
to redesign the foundation system as per actual condition of the 
pile integrity. Thus, an overall assessment of the geotechnical 
and structural safety of the foundation system ensured that the 
foundation system behaved as per the design.

CONCLUDING REMARKS
In the end, nothing can replace good engineering judgment and 
“feel of the soil” of an experienced geotechnical engineer. This 
should be backed up with a thorough and detailed geotechnical 
investigation to clearly assess site-specific design parameters and 
proper analysis for a reliable and safe foundation system.

Desktop Study - site geology, data from internet, details from nearby 
projects, available soil properties & groundwater conditions

Site Reconnaissance & visit, collect local information

Initial / Preliminary Investigation

Detailed / Comprehensive geotechnical investigation

Peer Review

SOME EXAMPLES
Overhead Tank at Gwalior: At the site of an overhead tank at 
Gwalior, a loose heterogeneous fill of boulders and stones was 
present to about 6-7 m depth. Two bronze-level investigations had 
been done without proper appreciation of the ground conditions. 
The first one included boreholes which were terminated 
upon meeting refusal to SPT at the ground level. The second 
investigation included plate load test (30x30 cm size test plate) 
on the boulders yielded very high bearing capacity.
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Participation of professionals in Indian Geotechnical Society

Guidelines for the formation of student chapters of IGS

Indian Geotechnical Society has been in the forefront of  
advancing geotechnical engineering practice in the country. It 
is essential that many professional organizations  such as soil 
investigation agencies, in situ testing agencies, consultants 
and designers, contractors, manufacturers of various products 
such as testing equipment, geosynthetics, ground improvement 
contractors, geo-environmental companies involved in testing 
of soils for contaminants,  dewatering contractors, etc join the 
Indian Geotechnical Society  as associates with the objectives  
of delivering quality geotechnical services in India and abroad.  
The following are the criteria for admission and the membership 
benefits.
1. Experience of at least 5 years in geotechnical services/

products. 
2. Willingness and commitment to participate in IGS activities. 

Must participate in IGS activities atleast once in three years 
in the form of attendance at IGS seminars / conferences / 
stalls and events.

3. Should have minimum 3 qualified personnel with a minimum 
of 5 years individual relevant experience. Employees or 
owners must have written at least three technical papers in 
conferences. 

4. Must not have been black listed by any major government 
body from projects in the past three years. If disqualified, 
then company cannot become a corporate member for 2 

A student chapter may be established at any university/institute 
with the following qualifications:
Qualification(s) to open an IGS Student Chapter:
• University/Institution has a master’s program in Geotechnical 

Engineering/Soil Mechanics, baccalaureate degree program 
in Civil Engineering;

• University/Institution has at least two (2) full-time faculty 
members who are an IGS Fellow/ Member/Associate 
Member and who agree to serve as a faculty advisor;

• Existing organized group of students has a minimum 
membership of 12 students, preferably half of them in 
master’s program in Geotechnical Engineering or equivalent 
of Civil Engineering, Civil Engineering Technology, or 
related engineering or technology.

When to submit an application for Student Chapter?
Stage – I
1.  The student group shall approach IGS members of the 

institute with a proposal and to obtain their consent; 
2. Endorsement of the proposal by the Head of Civil 

Engineering department or equivalent;
3. Endorsement of the proposal by official action of the 

IGS local chapter in whose jurisdiction the institution is 
located; 

years post disqualification or maybe cannot contest elections 
for 2 years. 

5. Can become  member of the IGS by paying either Rs. 9,000/- 
per year or Rs. 40,000/- (maybe Rs. 50,000) for a block of 5 
years (to be added) or Rs. 75,000/- for a block of 10 years. 
The details for payment are given in IGS homepage  (http://
www.igs.org.in/membership/igs-categories-of-members-&-
fees.html)

Benefits
1. Concessional rate in sponsorship in IGS activities (10 

percent).
2. Free copy of the journal and Newsletter and access to IGS 

library and website
3. Mentioning of company profile in IGS Newsletter.
4. Support of the IGS professional forum.
5. Help in identification of potential well trained staff and 

interns.
6. Participation in Professional activities of the Forum and 

Society. Participation in Elections as an Institutional member 
and have a say in the decision making.

7. Select papers will be given priority in publication and 
presentation of technical papers in IGS conferences and 
events. (Subject to review and scrutiny by experts).

4. Student members may join and belong to IGS local chapter 
by paying a nominal amount of INR 250 towards annual 
membership to the local chapter. This amount shall be used 
as a corpus fund to organize technical events; 

5. The peer group then need to form a leadership committee 
within the students who have joined will lead the efforts of 
the students to organize functions and interesting for the 
students. The following officers are to be appointed with 
the help of IGS member (faculty):

 • A student chapter President
 • A student chapter Vice-president
 • A student chapter secretary
 • A student chapter treasurer
 These officers need to be elected from the group  

members.  The activities that Student Chapter can do are 
as follows :

 • Host lectures by respected engineers in their area
 • Work with local schools to explain to children what 

engineers do
 • Learn how to conduct meetings and make presentations 

to clients
 • Have seminars on how to prepare a biographical 
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statement for a job interview

 • Have seminars on how to prepare for job interviews 

 • Develop oral and written communication skills by  
preparing presentations/ articles for  Magazines/
Newsletter

6. The peer group shall organize technical events in the institute 
with the help of faculty mentor(s) for one year;

7. Shall participate as volunteers and student delegates in 
various technical events organised by the local IGS chapter 
for one year;

8. Completion of one year of successful operation under the 
effective guidance of the IGS members/chapter in whose 
jurisdiction the institution is located;

9. The database of students will be maintained by IGS  
local chapter and student members will be given  
Certificates of participation/awards by the local chapter  
of IGS.

Stage – II
1. On Completion of one year of successful operation under 

the effective guidance of the IGS members/chapter a formal 
application shall be submitted along with the details of all 
the events organised in one year;

2. The application for the student chapter shall be formally 
endorsed by the head of the institution and IGS local chapter 
to establish an IGS Student Chapter and attain the official 
vote of the Committee on Student Activities of IGS National 
Executive Committee. 

3. Once the Chapter is officially recognized, it will be listed in 
the IGS homepage and the chapter is expected to continue 
its activities and promote geotechnical engineering.

4. The student chapter needs to submit annual progress report 
to maintain the student chapter status; 

5. A student chapter will lose its status and become dormant, 
if the annual reports  are not submitted. 

Clarifications if any can be obtained from IGS office by email.

A biannual award namely IGS - Mr. H.C. Verma 
Diamond Jubilee Award for Innovative Instrument 
Design is instituted by M/s AIMIL LTD., New Delhi 
a pioneering Instrument Organisation, in memory of 
their late founder and Chairman Mr. H.C. Verma. The 
award carries a cash prize of Rs.25000/- a memento 
and certificate.

The nature of this award is different from other IGS 
Awards since this is intended to be neither a best paper 
published/ thesis presented model nor is it based on the 
achievements of individuals over a period of time.

Those wishing to be nominated for this award will have 
to submit details of their instrument design to the IGS 
Secretariat for the due selection process. Nominations 
for the year 2017 are invited and interested persons 

ANNOUNCEMENT

may submit their entries to IGS Secretariat latest by 
15th June, 2017.

GUIDELINES

The Entries Should Include:
 Detailed description of the instrument.
 Its need, utility and detailed design.
 Fabrication and calibration procedures
 Procedure for its use, limitations
 Results obtained and their validation
 Schematic sections/diagrams/photographs
 Papers/reports/documents related to the 

instrument 
 Names and Address of 3 Referees who are familiar 

with the work.

IGS-MR. H.C. VERMA DIAMOND JUBILEE AWARD

Title: IGS- Mr. H. C. Verma Diamond Jubilee Award for  
 Innovative Instrument Design.

Frequency: Biennial

Award: Rs. 25,000/- Cash, Memento and Citation to be  
 awarded in 2017.
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Technical Committee TC 302 on Forensic Geotechnical 
Engineering of ISSMGE organised the International Conference 
on Forensic Geotechnical Engineering at the Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore, India during 8th – 10th December 2016. 
The conference was jointly organized with Indian Geotechnical 
Society, Department of Civil Engineering - Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore, Bangalore chapter of  IGS and supported by 
American Society of Civil Engineers - India Section and Deep 
Foundation Institute - India Section. About 120 participants 
attended the conference include delegates from USA, UK, Japan, 
Australia, Canada, Norway and Hong Kong. Prof. Ikuo Towhata, 
the Vice-President of the International Society for Soil Mechanics 
and Geotechnical Engineering - Asia, addressed and welcomed 
the delegates at the opening ceremony. 
Keynote lectures by Prof.  Ikuo Towhata, Prof. David Frost, 
Prof. Bob Gilbert, Prof. Limin Zhang, Dr. Milind V. Khire, Prof. 
Hyodo, Prof. Malek Bouazza, Prof. Binod Tiwari, Prof. Anand 

The Sixth Indian Young Geotechnical Engineers Conference 
2017 (6IYGEC 2017) was held at NIT Trichy during 10th – 
11th March 2017. The two day conference was organized by 
Indian Geotechnical Society, Trichy chapter in association with 
National Institute of Technology Tiruchirappalli (NITT). About 

5th International Conference on Forensic Geotechnical Engineering
(8th–10th Dec 2016)

Sixth Indian Young Geotechnical Engineers Conference 2017
(10th–11th March 2017)

Puppala, Prof. Sai Vanapalli and Prof. G L Sivakumar Babu in 
the morning sessions of the conference covered the forensic 
analysis of failures in Prefabricated Piles, Landslides, Coal Ash 
Disposal Facilities, Geosynthetic Clay Liners, Pavements and 
Bridges. In the afternoon sessions there were invitedlectures by 
Prof. Albert Yeung, Prof. Manoj Datta, Prof. Yoshinori Iwasaki, 
Prof. Vikas Thakur, Prof. M. R. Madhav and Dr. K S Ramakrishna 
on forensic investigation of sink hole formations, embankment 
failures and other perspectives of failure in geotechnical 
structures. The keynote and invited lectures were followed by 
paper presentations and other industrial experts providing case 
studies of failures of geotechnical structures and different ways 
to analyse them.The participants benefited from the lectures and 
interactive sessions with the experts in Geotechnical Engineering, 
especially Forensic Geotechnical Engineering.Delegates and Participants in the Conference

Inaugural address by Prof.M.R.Madhav, Past Vice President, ISSMGE

Prof Ikuo Towhata addressing the delegates at the Opening Ceremony

202 abstracts were received from Young Geotechnical Engineers 
across the Country, from which, 102 papers were accepted for 
conference publication. The accommodation for the Young 
Geotechnical presenting authors was arranged in the NIT Hostels 
and Quarters at free of cost. 
The inauguration of the conference has begun at 9.30 AM of 
10th March 2017 with an invocation. Dr. K. Muthukkumaran, 
Chairman, 6IYGEC welcomed the dignitaries and the all 
the delegates present. Prof. Samson Mathew, Head of Civil 
Engineering department, NIT Trichy presented a brief report 
about the department and its activities. It was followed by the 
presidential address by the Prof. G. Swaminathan, Dean (P&D). 
Prof. G.L. Sivakumar Babu, President, IGS New Delhi, the 
Guest of Honor he explained about the importance of this kind of 
conferences and the activities of IGS such as creation of student 
chapters which encourage young engineers in taking geotechnical 

ConferenCe reports and Chapter news
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Participants of 6IYGEC 2017

engineering as career. Prof. M.R. Madhav, Past Vice President, 
ISSMGE in his chief guest address remembered the developments 
of the field of geotechnical engineering. He remarked that the 
researches in the field of geotechnical engineering are extended 
in association with other majors of civil engineering such as 
Geo-environmental engineering, Transportation geotechniques, 
Soil structure interactions for the past few decades. The function 
concluded with the vote of thanks by Dr. S. Senthamilkumar, 
Co-Chairman, 6IYGEC.     
On the first day of the conference, four keynote lectures and 
four technical papers were presented. Prof. M.R. Madhav; Prof. 
G.R. Dodagoudar, IITM, Chennai; Dr. Rajesh Sathyamoorthy, 
IIT Kanpur; and Dr. B. Umashankar, IIT Hyderabad delivered 
the keynote lectures. Two parallel technical sessions were held 
and the technical session chairs and co-chairs evaluated the 
presentations made by the young authors and selected best 
papers for award.  The first day of conference was closed with 
an entertaining magic show by Mr. M.J. Rajesh Fernando, 
Guinness book record holder, followed by the banquet dinner. 
On the second day of the conference, four keynote lectures were 
presented followed by four technical paper presentation sessions. 
Prof. T.G. Sitharam, IISc Bangalore; Dr. C.R. Parthasarathy, 
Sarathy Geotech & Engineering Services Pvt. Ltd., Bangalore; 
Dr. Neelima Satyam, IIIT Hyderabad; and Dr. R. Ayothiraman, 
IIT Delhi were the keynote speakers. All the keynote lectures 
and parallel technical sessions ended by 4.30 PM, which was 
followed by the valedictory function.
The valedictory function was graced by the presence of Dr. C.H. 
Solanki, SVNIT Surat; Dr. R. Ayothiraman, IIT Delhi; Dr. S. 
Jayalekshmi, NIT Trichy; and Mr. I. Venugopal, ISRO Bangalore 
along with the conference Chair and Co-Chair. Dr. C.H. Solanki 
in his valedictory address appreciated the organizing committee 
for their grand arrangements along with number of awards to 
encourage the young engineers. 
Mr. Donal Nixon D’Souza, PG Student, NIT Jamshedpur; Ms. 
Nimisha Roy, M.S. Scholar, IISc Bangalore; and Mr. Mahesh 
Sharma, Scientist, CSIR–CBRI, Roorkee were awarded with the 
best paper award and outstanding paper cash prize. Mr. Dipin. 
P.V, PG Student, NIT Patna; Mr. Ashish Gupta, Research Scholar, 
IIT Roorkee; Mr. Piyush Punetha, Scientist, CSIR–CBRI, 
Roorkee; Mr. Binex Kunjumon,  PG Student, NIT Jamshedpur; 
Ms. Dhanalakshmi Padmaraj, PG Student, NIT Calicut;  Mr. 
Arulkumar P., PG Student, GCT Coimbatore; and Ms. Shazli L, 
PG Student, GCT Coimbatore received the 6IYGEC best paper 

award.  The participants of the conference shared their experiences 
during the conference. They appreciated Dr. K. Muthukkumaran, 
Chairman 6IYGEC, Mr. S. Sivaraman, Secretary 6IYGEC, all 
the organizing committee and NITT geotechnical research group 
members for their hospitality and arrangements made during 
the conference. The conference was concluded with the vote of 
thanks by Mr. I. Venugopal, Organizing committee member. 
The conference was supported by M/s URC Constructions, Erode 
as the platinum sponsor; M/s HEICO, M/s RPP Infra projects 
Ltd, M/s PSK Constructions, and Mrs. Sripathy Associates as the 
diamond sponsors; and M/s Ram Caddsys as the gold sponsor. 
M/s Sofeel Marketing and technical services Pvt. Ltd.; M/s 
Arup India Pvt. Ltd.; M/s AIMIL; M/s Zydex industries; M/s V. 
Sathyamoorthy & Co.; M/s Geo Explore and Global Structures; 
M/s Omega constructions; M/s Vembu Sons; and Sri Shakthi 
homes and developers supported the conference under bronze 
and other categories. In addition to the IGS National body, IGS 
Chennai and Coimbatore chapters also extended their support 
to the conference.  
For the benefit of young geotechnical engineers, a two day pre-
conference workshop on PLAXIS software was also organized 
in association with M/s Ram Caddsys Pvt. Ltd., Chennai 
during March 8-9, 2017. The workshop included theoretical, 
demonstration and hands-on sessions. The theoretical sessions 
were handled by Prof. M.R. Madhav, Prof. G.R. Dodagoudar 
and Dr. K. Muthukkumaran. The demonstration and hands-
on sessions were handled by M/s Ram Caddsys in which all 
the participants were provided with individual computers for 
practice. About 30 participants attended the workshop and they 
were provided with PLAXIS tutorial manual and certificate. 

IGS-Prof. G.A. Leonards’ prize for the best Ph.D. thesis in Geotechnical Engineering is open to all Indian 
Universities/Institutions. Nominations for the prize to be awarded during IGC-2017 at Guwahati are  
invited. Ph.D. thesis accepted by the Universities/Institutions during the year 2015 and 2016 alongwith a 
certificate from the University/Institution regarding the acceptance may be sent to the IGS Secretariat latest 
by June 15, 2017.

CALL FOR ENTRIES

IGS-PROF. G.A. LEONARDS’ BEST PH.D THESIS PRIzE
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IGS Guntur Chapter
The Department of Civil Engineering, 
Vignan University, Vadlami, Guntur 
conducted a one-day National Seminar 
on “Geotechnical Investigations (NSGI-
2017)” in collaboration with the Indian 
Geotechnical Society (IGS – Guntur 
Chapter) on 18.02.2017. The seminar 
consisted of four sessions, which were 
handled by experts from industry, 
academia and research. The chief guest 
and the guest of honor of the function 

were respectively, Er. G. Jayaraju, the 
Superintendent Engineer at Panchayat 
Raj, Guntur (Chairman, IGS – Guntur 
Chapter) and Dr. M. Rama Rao, Professor 
of Civil Engineering, RVR&JCCE 
(Secretary, IGS – Guntur Chapter).

The first speaker of the session was Dr. 
G. Venkatachalam, former professor 
at IIT Bombay and a well-known 
researcher in the field of Geotechnical 
Engineering. He spoke about some very 
peculiar cases wherein the common 
procedure for carrying out the geo-
technical investigations was not enough 
and a costly, detailed and iterative 
study was required. The speaker of 
the second session was a man of great 
industrial experience and a highly skilled 
practitioner  Shri K. Bairagi, Chief 
Engineer, Head Geotechnical division, 
LNTECC, Chennai. He showed various 
examples where site conditions forced 
engineers to resort to unconventional 

methods for performing conventional 
tests. The third session after lunch was 
handled by Dr. Neelima Satyam from 
IIIT Hyderabad. She dealt with the 
specific tests to be carried out in case of 
earthquake prone areas. She mentioned 
the importance of liquefaction studies and 
how they are crucial in designing buildings 
and other structures. The final session was 
handled by another famous consultant 
and researcher, Dr. K. Muthukkumaran, 
Associate Professor, NIT Trichy. He 
stressed the importance of understanding 
the basics of geotechnical testing and 
how information may be extracted from 
simple yet powerful geotechnical tests. He 
stressed on the importance of reliability of 
results and their interpretation. The event 
turned out to be a grand success, with a 
total of 264 participants, which included 
research scholars, practicing engineers 
from various government bodies and 
faculty from other universities.A view of the Inaugural

IGS Bhubaneswar Chapter
IGS Bhubaneswar Chapter organized 
an expert lecture at the Conference 
Hall of M.I., Bhubaneswar on behalf of 
IGS, BBSR chapter on 22nd December 
2016 at 10.00 AM on the topic ‘Case 
studies on Failure of Pipes and deep 
excavations’. Dr. Jay Kumar Shukla, L 
& T Sargenty and Lundy, Surat, Gujarat 
was the keynote speaker on this occasion. 
Total 29 delegates participated on the 
occasion, including Chief Engineer of 

IGS Bhubaneswar Chapter also organized 
an expert lecture on “Automation in 
Construction of Roads” at the Conference 
Hall of Nirman Soudh, Bhubaneswar 
on 28th December 2016 at 5.00 PM. 
Dr. Jalinder R. Patil, Principal, Dr. 
A.G.T.A. College of Engineering, Karad, 
Maharastra, was the keynote speaker 
on this occasion. Total 38 delegates 
participated on the occasion, including 
Chief Engineer of World bank projects, 
Chief Engineer of E-procurement of works 
department, Design Executive Engineers, 
and Superintending Engineers and 
Assistant Executive Engineers from Works 
department, Rural Works department and 

roads, Chief Engineer of Odisha Water 
Power organisation, Design Executive 

Engineers, and Superintending Engineers 
and Assistant Executive Engineers 
from Works department, Rural Works 
department, Public Health organisation 
and Water resources department of Odisha 
Government. Student members of IGS 
BBSR chapter also participated on the 
occassion. Prof. A.C. Ray, Chairman of 
IGS BBSR chapter honoured Dr. Jay 
Kumar Shukla for his contribution and 
Er. Laxmi Kanta Tripathy, Hony. Secy 
delivered the vote of thanks.

Water resources department of Odisha 
Government. Student members of IGS 
BBSR chapter also participated on the 
occassion. Prof. A.C. Ray, Chairman of 

IGS BBSR chapter honoured Dr. Jalinder 
R. Patil for his contribution and Er. Laxmi 
Kanta Tripathy, Hony. Secy delivered the 
vote of thanks.

A view of the lecture talk meeting

A view of the lecture talk meeting
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IGS Roorkee Chapter
IGS Roorkee Chapter in association 
with Department of Civil Engineering, 
IIT Roorkee has organized a National 
Conference “Numerical Methods in 
Geomechanics” CoNMiG-2017 in the 
honor of Prof. M.N. Viladkar during 
March 3-4, 2017. Prof. Viladkar was 
felicitated during the conference for his 
outstanding contributions in the area of 
Static & Dynamic Structure–Foundation 
Interaction, Rock Mechanics & Rock 

Releasing of Proceedings

A view of the Conference

Prof. M.N. Viladkar was felicitated during the 
conference

IG S  Th i r u v an t h a pu r a m 
Chapter
IGS Thiruvananthapuram Chapter, in 
association with Department of Civil 
Engineering, LBS Institute of Technology 
for Women, organized the International 
Conference on Geotechniques for 
Infrastructure Projects (GIP 2017) on 27th 
and 28th February 2017 at Mascot Hotel, 
Thiruvananthapuram. The objective of 
the conference was to provide a platform 
for Academicians, Research scholars, 
Practicing Engineers and Students 
working in the area of Geotechnical 
Engineering to interact and share their 

experience and knowledge. There 
were Six Plenary Sessions and Twelve 
Technical Sessions. About 140 papers 
were presented and 300 delegates attended 
the conference. Plenary and Keynote 
lectures were delivered by the following 
eminent Geotechnical Engineers. They 

are  Prof. Dennes. T. Bergado, Bangkok; 
Prof. Jie Han, Professor, University 
of Kansas, USA; Prof. Chungsik Yoo, 
Sungkyunkwan University, Korea; Prof. 
Panich Voottipruex, King Mongkut’s 
Technological University, Bangkok; 
Dr. M. R. Madhav; Dr. G L Sivakumar 
Babu; Prof. R. Shivashankar, NITK 
Surathkal; Dr. K. Balan, Trivandrum 
(Chairman, IGS Trivandrum Chapter); 
Prof. Chandrakaran, NIT Calicut; Dr. 
Jimmy Thomas, Professor, AISAT, Kochi; 
Dr. Jaya. V, Professor, GEC, Bartonhill; 
Prof. Jayasree, CET; and Mr. Ravikiran 
Vaidya, Principal Engineer, M/s Geo 
Dynamics, Baroda.

Engineering, Numerical Methods in 
Geo-mechanics and Computational 
Nonlinear Mechanics. There were about 
50 contributions in the form of technical 
papers and about 15 eminent experts 
delivered their keynote lecture during 
the conference. Topics covered included 
constitutive laws, foundations, retaining 
structures, pavements, embankments, 
dams, excavations, slopes, underground 

works, flow through unsaturated soils and 
consolidation. The conference was well 
attended by academicians, field experts 
and students all over the country. There 
were fruitful discussions and knowledge 
dissemination among the delegates who 
are engaged in planning, design and 
execution of various challenging mega 
projects. Roorkee Chapter also hosted 
NEC, IGS meeting on March 3, 2017.

I G C - 2 0 1 8
IGC-2018 would be hosted by
IGS-Bangalore Chapter

The Venue, Theme, scheduled dates etc.  
are being worked out and shall be  

announced soon.

NOW ONLINE MEMBERSHIP
AVAILABLE

The homepage of the Society has been updated and a new 
online membership platform has been created to facilitate 

joining of new members.

Just log on to:

www.igs.org.in
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Young Geotechnical Engineer (YGE) Best Paper Awards-2017

INVITATION FOR SUBMISSION OF 
PAPERS
To motivate and encourage Young Geotechnical Engineers 
to get involved and participate in Geotechnical research and 
field work, biannual Best Paper Awards especially for YGE 
are recently instituted for best papers in various areas of 
Geotechnical Engineering. All interested YGE are requested 
to participate and submit their papers on or before 31st July, 
2017. The following seven (7) odd-year Awards will be given 
during IGC-2017 at Guwahati.
1. IGS-Soiltech India Pvt Ltd, Pune YGE Award for Best 

Paper on Shallow Foundations.
2. IGS-AIMIL-HCV YGE Award for Best Paper on 

Geotechnical Investigation and Testing.
3. IGS-Bangalore Chapter YGE Award for Best Paper on 

Environmental Geotechnology.
4. IGS-Roorkee Chapter YGE Award for Best Paper on 

Rock Mechanics and Rock Engineering.
5. IGS-Chennai Chapter YGE Award for Best Paper on 

Solutions of Problematic Soils.
6. IGS-Kakinada Chapter YGE Award for Best Paper on 

Deep Excavations and Underground Structures.
7. IGS-Kolkata Chapter YGE Award for Best Paper on 

Earth Retaining Structures.

RULES AND SUBMISSION PROCEDURE
1. The Awards will be awarded to YGEs during IGS 

Annual General Session conducted at the time of Indian 
Geotechnical Conference-2017 (IGC-2017).

2. The Award carries a Memento and Certificate. In case 
of more than one YGE author, the Award shall be given 
to YGE listed first on the paper.

3. For the purpose of the Awards, YGE is defined as an 
Engineer of Indian origin who is of the age of thirty five 
(35) years or less as on 1st January, 2016.

4. The paper may have more than one author and author/s 
above the age as defined for YGE however, at least one 
of the authors shall be YGE.

5. Papers published in following Proceedings/Journals shall 
be eligible for the Awards.

 (i) Proceedings of immediate past IGS IYGE 
Conference.(IYGEC-2017 at Trichy)

 (ii) Indian Geotechnical Journal (IJG) of the last two 
years (2015 and 2016).

 (iii) Proceedings of the last two IGCs (IGC 2015 and 
2016).

 (iv) Proceedings of ISSMGE sponsored Conferences such 
as ICSMGE, ARCs, IYGEC and Seminar/Workshop/
Symposium organized by ISSMGE-TCs during last 
four years (2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016).

 (v) Proceedings of National Conference/Seminar/
Workshop conducted in India by any institute/
organizations in last two years (2015, 2016)

 (vi) Any paper identified by IGS Secretariat by suitable 
means published in last two years (2015, 2016).

6. Nominations (submission of papers on behalf of author/s) 
from the following are also invited.

 (i) IGS Executive Committee members

 (ii) Chairmen/Secretaries of IGS Local Chapters.

 (iii) Heads of Civil Engineering Departments of IITs, IISc 
and any technical institute in India.

7. While submitting the papers, the Date of Birth and proof 
thereof of YGE author/s of the paper must be provided. 
The author/s shall provide all related information 
including the source and date of publication. It shall also 
mention the name of the Award for which the paper is 
submitted. The contact details such as full address, mobile 
number, email ID etc. shall also be provided.

8. The author can submit more than one paper for an Award. 
Also the same paper can be submitted for more than one 
Award if content of the paper is related to the areas of 
more than one Award. However, only one Award shall 
not be given to the same paper and/or the same author 
for the given year.

9. Last date for submission/nomination of papers is 31st 
July, 2017. 

Format for Submission of Paper for
YGE Best Paper Award

Name of YGE author :
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) : Age as on 01-01-2016:
Proof of age (copy of driving license/school leaving cert./Adhar 
card/PAN card etc.:
Mobile No.: E-mail:
Postal Address:
Name of Award for which paper is submitted:
Title of Paper:
Source and Date of publication:

Date and Signature of author/person submitting the paper:
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IGC-2017
INDIAN GEOTECHNICAL CONFERENCE

“GeoNEst: Geotechnics for Natural and Engineered Sustainable Technologies”

14-16 December, 2017

INVITATION
Indian Geotechnical Society Guwahati Chapter (NE) and 
Department of  Civil Engineering, IIT-Guwahati extends you a 
warm invitation to the IGC-2017 to be held at Guwahati during 
14-16 December 2017.

CONFERENCE THEMES
The main theme of the conference is “GeoNEst: Geotechnics 
for Natural and Engineered Sustainable Technologies”.

THE SUB-THEMES ARE:
1. Geotechnical and Geophysical Investigation
2. Foundations on Difficult Soils
3. Slope Stability, Landslides and Natural Disaster 

Mitigation 
4. Earth Retaining Structures 
5. Geoenvironmental Engineering 
6. Behaviour of Unsaturated Soils
7. Geohydrology, Dam and Embankment Engineering
8. Rock Mechanics, Tunneling and Underground 

Structures
9. Ground Improvement Techniques
10. Geosynthetics Engineering
11. Soil  Dynamics and Earthquake Geotechnical 

Engineering
12. Transportation Geotechnics
13. Sustainable Geotechnics
14. Marine Geotechnics
15. Computational Geomechanics & Geotechnical 

Modelling
16. Uncertainties, Risk and Reliability in Geotechnical 

Engineering 
17. Forensic Geotechnical Engineering and Case studies
18. Other Topics: Geotechnical Engineering Education 

and Professional Practice; Retrofitting Strategies for 
Geotechnical Structures; Field Instrumentation and 
Monitoring; and any other relevant topic.

Organized by:
Indian Geotechnical Society Guwahati Chapter (NE)

Department of Civil Engineering, IIT-Guwahati

Venue:
IIT-Guwahati, Guwahati, India

GUWAHATI CHAPTeR (Ne)

ORGANISING COMMITTEE
Patron: 
Prof. Gautam Biswas, Director, Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati

Chairmen:
Dr. A. Murali Krishna, IIT Guwahati
Dr. Diganta Goswami, Chairman, IGS Guwahati Chapter (NE)

Organising Secretaries
Dr. Arindam Dey, IIT Guwahati, Hon. Secretary, IGS Guwahati Chapter (NE)
Dr. Utpal Barua, Assam Engineering Institute 
Mr. Sasanka Bora, Assam Engineering College

Joint-Organising Secretaries 
Dr. Ravi K., IIT Guwahati
Dr. Arup Bhattacharjee, JEC, Jorhat
Dr. Malaya Chetia, AEC, Guwahati

REGISTRATION FEES
 Up to  After Foreign
   Delegate Category 31st Oct.  31st Oct. Delegates
 2017 2017
 (`) (`) ($)
IGS Members 5000 6000 450
Non-IGS Members 5500 6500 500
SAARC Country Delegates 7500 8000 –
Students 3000 3500 400
Retired Senior Citizens  3000 3000 200
Accompanying Persons 2500 2500 200

KEY DATES
Abstract submission : 31 Jan to 15 Apr 2017
Intimation of abstract acceptance : 15 May 2017
Submission of full-length paper : 15 Jul 2017
Intimation of full-length paper acceptance : 14 Aug 2017
Submission of camera ready paper : 30 Sep 2017
Conference Dates : 14-16 Dec 2017

Contact :
Dr. A. Murali Krishna/ Dr. Arindam Dey
Dept. of Civil Engineering
IIT-Guwahati
Guwahati-781039, Assam, India
E-mail: igc2007guwahati@gmail.com
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GEOTECHNICAL EVENTS CALENDAR

2017
July 15- 19 

Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt

GeoMEast2017 International Conference on 
“Sustainable Civil Infrastructures”

For Details 
Email: info@geomeast2017.org  
Website: http://www.geomeast2017.org

July 25 -29  
Guilin, China

8th International Conference on “Computational 
Methods” (ICCM2017)

For Details 
E-mail: iccmdesk@gmail.com
Website: www.sci-en-tech.com/ICCM2017/

September 17-22
Seoul, Korea

19th International Conference on Soil 
Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering. 
The theme of the Conference is “Unearth the 
Future, Connect Beyond [  ].”

For Details 
19th ICSMGE Secretariat 
E-mail: conference@icsmge2017.org

ABROAD
October 12-14

Tirana, Albania

In ternat ional  Conference  on “Civi l 
Engineering-ICCE 2017”.

For Details 
E-mail: secretariat@icce.al 
Website: http://www.icce.al

October 19- 23
Wuhan, China

15th International Conference of International 
Association for “Computer Methods 
and Advances in Geomechanics” (15th 
IACMAG)

For Details 
Website: www.15iacmag.org

November 12- 15  
Dallas, Texas, USA

PanAm-UNSAT 2017: The Second Pan 
American Conference on “Unsaturated 
Soils”

For Details 
E mail: hoyos@uta.edu

November 24-27
Changsha, China

2nd International Symposium on Asia 
Urban GeoEngineering on “Environmental 
Friendliness, Sustainability and Diversity in 
Urban GeoEngineering”.

For Details 
E-mail: urban.geoeng@163.com
Website: http://www.isaug2017.org/

2018
July 23-25

Hangzhou, China
5th GeoChina International Conference 
2018.

For Details 
E-mail: geochina.sec@gmail.com
Website: http://geochina2018.geoconf.org/

September 16-21
Seoul, Korea

11th International Conference on Geosynthetics 
(11ICG). The theme of the Conference is 
“Geosynthetics: Innovative Solutions for 
Sustainable Development”.
For Details 
E-mail: secretariat@11icg-seoul.org
Website: http://www.11icg-seoul.org/

A biennual award namely IGS-Sardar Resham Singh 
Memorial Award for Innovative Original Research 
Applications/Procedures to benefit Infrastructure Projects 
in the field has been instituted by M/s HEICO Ltd., New 
Delhi a pioneering Instrument organization in memory of 
their late Founder and Chairman Sardar Resham Singh. 
The award carries a cash prize of Rs.50,000/- a memento 
and citation.

Those wishing to be nominated for this award shall 
submit their original Innovative Research/Applications/
procedures duly referenced by two eminent referees on 
the subject. The applicant must be a member of Indian 

ANNOUNCEMENT

Geotechnical Society. Nominations for the year 2017 are 
invited and interested persons may submit their entries 
to IGS Secretariat latest by 15th June 2017.

GUIDELINES:

The entries should include:

 Original Innovative Research/Applications/ 
Procedures

 Benefits to Infrastructure Projects

 Reduction in ill effects of natural disasters

 Any other related advantage

IGS-SARDAR RESHAM SINGH MEMORIAL AWARD 2017
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